
Name: ______________

 Block: ______

 Date: ___________
Writing an Argumentative Paragraph
· In order to be persuasive and get their point across, historians must write paragraphs that:
· Get directly and quickly to the point (the argument) 
· Are clear and straightforward 

· Are backed up with evidence 
· When you (the historian) write paragraphs in this class I want you to consider the interest of your audience.

· By following the rules listed below and writing short paragraphs you can be an effective and influential historical writer.
	1. Intro Statement (1-2 sentences)

	· Let the reader know what topic you are discussing.

-Entice them into reading your paragraph with something interesting. 

-Answers the question: “In this paragraph I will say...”
Ex: “In June, 1812 Canadian and British forces gallantly repelled an American invasion, and taught the Americans a lesson they would never forget. 

	2. Thesis Statement
(1 sentence)


	· Tells the reader your main argument. 
Ex: “The war of 1812 was the most significant war in Canadian History because Canadian forces were so dominant the Americans never thought about invading Canada again.” 

	3. Evidence #1 

(2-3 sentences)

	· Explains the thesis statement and backs it up with specific arguments. 
Ex: “Canadian forces were highly effective in harassing the larger invading army of the United States. For example near Chateauguay, Quebec an amry of 4000 Americans retreated from the defending force of only 1000.”

	4. Evidence #2
(2-3 sentences)

	Ex: “Canada’s ability to ally with the native peoples greatly assisted them in defeating the Americans. At the Battle for Detroit, chief Tecumseh and British forces allied to capture the city in August 1812.”

	5. Evidence #3
(2-3 sentences)


	Ex: “Although the Americans were the invading army, they were unsuccessful in holding Canadian soil. Therefore Canada solidified its existing borders, a boundary that has remained the same to this day.”

	6. Concluding Statement 

(1-2 sentences)


	· Summarize your thesis by re-stating it in different words.
· Hammer home your main argument.

The War of 1812 encouraged Canadians to bind together against the invading American army. Repelling the Americans, allowed Canada to preserve its future and grow into the unique nation it is today.



Your assignment: 

· Select one of the 4 main Acts of Government we studied last class.

· Write an argumentative paragraph that informs the reader about the act. 

· Tell the reader whether you think the act was a good idea (successful decision) by the British Crown, or a bad idea (unsuccessful).

· Use specific examples from the textbook and include all the elements of a historical paragraph discussed above. 
