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July 1st, the big day finally arrived in Mr. Martin’s portable, around 1:30 pm. All of the delegates from all the different colonies suited up and were very prepared, with a few tricks up their sleeves. Their presence was joined with Mr. Martin and the fabulous news team. What happened in the end was not quite a surprise as everyone seemed to agree upon the same ideals, but there were a few sparks in this eye shutting and sleep inducing debate.  All of the six issues for confederation were touched upon, sometimes briefly and other times, quite for a while. Everyone seemed to agree with the idea of a bilingual nation, with the two official languages being English and French! Trés bon!  Other decisions where people didn’t find it necessary to cut each other’s throats included the division of powers being 70% provincial, 25% federal, and 5% municipal. Decisions with close votes included the naval base which will now reside in St. John’s, the capital city which will be Ottawa, the main military base located in Montréal, and the head of state being a prime minister, with the queen acting as a sovereign. Much more heated conclusions included how many railroad stops Québec will have (3 was decided), how many seats in the government each colony should have (10 seats) and making federal tax 12% and scratching a Native tax, aka putting a stop to racism because c’mon... haven’t we hurt the Natives enough by taking their land and forcing them to live in reserves? The most interesting part of this debate by far was how much revenue should go towards the construction of the railway because it took forever to reach a consensus. Finally, 10% from each colony was decided for 20 years. The winning colonies were definitely Ontario and Québec with their leadership skills and negotiation methods, while the losing colony was hands down, Prince Edward Island, seeing as how their proposals mostly got shot down and they simply agreed with the others. The all star debater title goes to Robert Hebert, with his cooperative ideas and such smart answers that he made us all confused with his "queen as a ceremonial figurehead" suggestion. Overall, a nice friendly debate with a few rough moments but us nice "Canadians" finally got through it! Everyone, welcome to the true north, strong and free... Adanac!
