Name: ______________

Date: ___________ 

Block: _____

Primary vs Secondary Sources
· Define the following terms and list 5 examples of each:

Primary Source: _____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
Secondary Source: _____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
· What are some clues that historians can use to determine whether sources are reliable or not?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
· What things do historians need to watch out for when researching sources 
(what do they need to be careful of? Hint: see next question) 
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
· If a source clearly favours one side over another (bias) can it still be a useful source? Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Assignment: 

1.   Select a topic from the list below. 
2.   Find one primary source and one secondary source for your topic. 
3.   Answer the What? Who? When? Where? Why? And so What? for each source (see  

      page 365 of textbook). Note: Be specific with your responses and make sure you  

      answer ALL the questions posed in the notes. 

   Example Topic: Confederation

1. What?
–  Secondary Source: Horizons textbook (2010) pages 109-115. 

–  The author’s point of view is in favour of Confederation as a positive  

    event. For example the textbook spends 5 pages on the positives of 
    Confederation and only 1 paragraph on the negatives.

–  The purpose of this material is to instruct students on the events 
    surrounding Confederation in Canada on July 1st, 1867. 
Topics:
● The Seigneurial System 
       ● The 7 Years War 1756  
● The War of 1812
● The Royal Proclamation 1763     ● The Quebec Act 1774
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