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General Course Description:

Life is a gift from God. We are to love as God loves. This means we must learn to give without hesitation and without limit. We must do so with joy and laughter, knowing that God’s eternity is our ultimate goal. 
CE 10 focuses on Catholic Moral Teachings. We will examine the beliefs of the church in order to understand the purpose of Catholic morality and in order to understand how moral decisions bring us closer to God. We will examine society’s morals in order to better understand the flaws in logic and practice that counter our Catholic beliefs. 

Students will learn through lectures, whiteboard notes, powerpoint / prezie projections, presentations, film and video clips, prayer and collaborative work. 

Assessment:
Students will have many opportunities to demonstrate how well they have learned in the classroom and independently. We will participate in numerous classroom activities and simulations during this school year. In order to be successful in this class, students must give their best effort and attempt to participate in all activities. 
Evaluation:

1) Nature of the Human Person




(10%)

2) Principles of Morality





(10%)


3) Conscience and Conscience Formation



(10%)


4) Sin and Reconciliation





(10%)


5) Living in Good Relationships




(10%)


6) The Sacraments of Life





(10%)


7) Living Chastity






(10%)


8) Living Justice






(10%)


9) Community Service / Volunteer Work



(10%)


10) Prayer Leadership






(10%)
Service Hours:

Each student will perform 20 hours of volunteer work during the school year. This will account for 10% of the final grade. This will be verified with an information sheet available on the school website. Volunteer hours must be completed by the end of May.
Classroom Expectations:
· Students must be courteous and respectful at all times. 

· Students must come to class fully prepared: with their notebooks, textbooks, writing utensils and completed homework ready to go. **
· Students must come to class on time. It is school policy that students arriving to class after the second bell must receive a late slip from the office before entering their class. Non-Negotiable!
· Students must arrive to class in full uniform. Appropriate Notre Dame attire only. Any non-approved items will be confiscated for the remainder of the day. Multiple infractions will result in guardians being contacted. 
· No cell phones or electronic devices are allowed during instruction time. 

· iPods and mp3 players may be permitted in the class ONLY during specific times as outlined by the teacher. Stay on the safe side, keep electronic devices out of Mr. Martin’s sight until he has indicated music may be listened to. 

· If homework is not completed, the regular school policy on homework detentions will be exercised and students may be asked to stay in at lunch or after school to complete missing assignments. Parents may also be contacted if assignments are continually not completed.

· Please note: We will participate in numerous classroom activities and simulations during this school year. In order to be successful in this class you must give your best effort and attempt to participate in all activities. Failure to do so will negatively effect your grade and reduce your understanding of the course material. 

Absences:

· Students who are absent from class are responsible for completing all work that was missed during their absence.  

· Students should make every effort to return to class prepared.  In order to do this, it is important that you contact me directly (in person or via email) or consult the course webpage before returning to class.  

· Students who are absent on the day of a test, must have their parents phone me or bring in a signed note to explain the reason for absence.   
· Students who miss tests must come to see me immediately to arrange a re-write.
Course Materials:

Textbook – All students will be issued a copy of Joseph Stoutzenbeger’s “A Response to God’s Love,” Harcourt Religious Publishers (2005).  Students are responsible for bringing it to every class. Mr. McCracken will assist us in signing out the textbooks through the library system. 
Extra Help: 

Mr. Martin is available to meet after school most days (arrange before hand). Feel free to e-mail questions or concerns or inform Mr. Martin of your absences at: vmartin@ndrs.org  Keep in mind it may take one or two days to receive a response.

Homework updates and assignment due dates will be available on the CE 10 link at Mr. Martin’s web site:
www.vpmartin.weebly.com 
