Social Studies 10

  Current Events
    Mr. Martin 2012 - 2013
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]



 INTRO:
· In order to participate in Canadian society it is vital that we take the time to understand events going on around us. 

· Keeping up to date with and making sense of the news is an important part active citizenship and a major aim of social studies curriculum. 

ASSIGNMENT:

· Research and select one current event news issue to bring to class.
· Share your article and your analysis of the key issues related to your news 

piece with the class. 
ARTICLE CRITERIA:

1. Your news article must be recent (from within the last 6 months).
2. News article must be related to issues that are: local (concerning the lower mainland), provincial (concerning B.C.) or national (concerning Canadians). 
3. News must be related to social studies issues. Ex: Politics, Geography, Economy, History, Society. 
4. Articles may be from print or electronic sources but they must be credible (AKA NO WIKIPEDIA!). Examples of credible sources:
· Electronic: www.cbc.ca, www.theglobeandmail.com, www.vancouversun.com
· Newspapers: The Province, The National Post, The Georgia Straight 

PRESENTATION CRITERIA:

1. Bring a copy of your article to class. 
2. Present your news item to the class (3 – 5 minutes long) including:
a. A summary of the article’s main points (do not read the whole article). Include your thoughts on the main arguments related to the issue. 
b. Background information to help the class understand the issue:
Where did the article take place? 

When did it take place?

Who where the main actors involved? 

What are the main viewpoints to the issue?
Why did the event occur?

What is the story about?
     3. Your reason for selecting the news item.
     4. How the issue in your article relates to social studies issues. 
















GRADING RUBRIC:

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meeting

Expectations
	Approaching Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations

	Choice of Article

· Article is engaging and interesting
· Article is recent and appropriate for the class.
· Article is related to social studies issues. 
· Article is from a credible source. 
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	Written Component
· Student brings article to class.
· Summary covers main issues and all relevant actors.
· Context (background information) is provided and helps to explain the article. 
· Rationale for selecting the article is thoughtful. 
· Discussion questions are on topic and inspire critical thinking on the issue. 
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	Presentation Component
· Student speaks clearly, annunciates and uses appropriate volume. 
· Student is prepared and makes eye-contact. 
· Presentation is 3 – 5 minutes long.  
· Discussion questions engage the audience. 
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	Discussion Participation

· Student is active and vocal in small group discussions. 
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	                  Additional Comments:

	Total:


	      /30


Current Events Example: Martin, Sept 2012

“Gridlock to lockout: Now it’s personal” – Vancouver Sun Friday Sept 14th 2012
Manhattan, New York: NY

Summary:

On Saturday September 15th at midnight Eastern Time the NHL Owners officially locked out their players, postponing indefinitely the 2012 – 2013 NHL season. This is the fourth lockout in 20 years, the last coming in 2005 – 2006 when the entire season was cancelled. 
In this article the author, Sun columnist Bruce Arthur, summarizes the main viewpoints of the two warring sides in this issue leading up to the lockout deadline. 

On one side of this issue the NHL players’ association, led by Don Fehr and high profile players such as Ryan Miller and Jerome Iginla, are demanding higher wages and more rights for professional players. Their areas of concern include awareness surrounding substance abuse and concussion issues and a desire for a greater percentage of league profits (more money). 

Opposition to the NHLPA is led league commissioner Gary Bettman and the NHL owners. The owners claim they are struggling to make profits and must keep costs (such as player wages and bonuses) down to stay afloat. This is particularly evident in low-interest areas such as Phoenix, Long Island and Columbus where stadiums are routinely less than half full (even the champion LA Kings could not sell out every game last season). 
The author of this article takes a fairly neutral stance on this issue. While he bemoans the fact that millionaire players are whining about the need for more money, he also takes a run at the highly unpopular Bettman.
This issue is related to the social studies topics because it will affect the lives of Canadians greatly. Hockey is Canada’s number one sport and the social impact of cancelling a season will have a detrimental effect both socially and economically. Only people living in Toronto will feel relieved as their hockey team is hopeless anyways.
More seriously the economic consequences of a cancelled season can make or break many sports bars. Hockey games routinely fill pubs across the country especially during HNIC and the playoffs. Missing out on revenue from hockey games could cost bars and pubs millions of dollars. 

Furthermore consider the thousands of people employed by hockey clubs that will be without work until the dispute is solved. Unlike the professional players office staff, minor leaguers, custodial staff and arena staff don’t have millions of dollars to bank on or the option of playing in Europe for large salaries. 
